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Dear Neighbors:  
  Councilman Vincent Durante:  Please join the Governing 
Body as we extend gratitude and best wishes to Councilman 
Vincent Durante as he completes his fourth and final term on 
December 31, 2021.  Vinny has served on the council for 
twelve years and as Council President in 2019 and 2020.  He 
is the liaison to our Emergency Services, serves as Chair of the 
Finance Committee and the Contract Negotiations Committee.  
Vinny is also the Borough’s Fire Commissioner.  He brings to 
this position twenty years of vital experience as a former 
firefighter and Chief.  He also chairs the Fields Committee.  
Under his direction, our recreational facilities have seen 
significant improvements.   He has served as a member of the 
USR Board of Health, a Commissioner to the NW Bergen 
Health Commission and a member of the USR Planning Board.  
He will be greatly missed on the Governing Body.  The Mayor 
and Council recognize and will be forever grateful to him for 
his years of community service and volunteerism.  We wish the 
very best to Vinny, his wife, Kathy and their family.    
  USR is Named One of the 100 Safest Small Towns:  For 

the second year in a row, Upper Saddle 
River has been named one of the 100 
safest small towns in the nation.  Thank 
you to our Police Department for their 
work in keeping us all safe and thank 
you to our residents for their efforts as 
well.    

  New Teterboro Flight Path:  Flight paths and runways used 
by aircraft taking off and landing at Teterboro Airport are 
managed exclusively by FAA Traffic Control and vary by 
factors including weather and traffic patterns at nearby airports.  
The Noise Office at Teterboro monitors aircraft noise and 
responds to community complaints; however, the airport does 
not have direct control over flight paths.  Community input is 
shared with the FAA as they have ultimate control.  A letter 
was sent regarding increased air traffic over the Borough 
and a resolution passed at the October 7th Mayor & Council 
meeting asking for relief.  Both can be viewed on the Borough 
website, www.usrtoday.org.  A response was received on 
October 21st, explaining the alternative flight paths and the best 

way to register a complaint.  The response can be viewed on 
our website as well.  It is important to note that the Noise 
Office reports they have received very few complaints from 
Upper Saddle River residents.      
  If a resident would like to register a complaint, please contact 
the Noise Office at 201-288-8828, or noiseoffice@teb.com or 
online at https://aircraftnoise.panynj.gov/teb-airport-noise-of-
fice/.  Residents may also contact the FAA directly by emailing 
9-aea-noise@faa.gov or by calling 718-553-3365.    
  Oktoberfest:  Congratulations to USR Cares, our DPW, 
community and service organizations, vendors and the 
generous sponsors that together brought us this extraordinary 
community event.  The weather was perfect and everyone had 
a great time.  USR Cares was able to raise funds for their 
mission, assisting USR residents in need during a crisis.  
Thanks to all who participated.  For more information on USR 
Cares, visit  www.usrcares.com.    
  The USR Garden Club:  A huge thank you to the newly 
formed Upper Saddle River Garden Club!  The group has 
already been hard at work beautifying our community. 
Plantings have been done at the school campus and at the Police 
headquarters and the hanging boxes on Lake Street and Old 
Stone Church have been filled with autumn’s bounty.  We look 
forward to the club’s future projects.  For more information, 
email usrgardenclub@gmail.com.   
  Upcoming Events:  Please read this bulletin carefully.  
There are many exciting community and holiday events coming 
up, including the USR 5K on Thanksgiving morning. 
 

Wishing everyone a safe and healthy new year.  
Joanne L. Minichetti, Mayor - jminichetti@usrtoday.org 
Joanne Florio, Council President - jflorio@usrtoday.org 
Steven DiMartino - sdimartino@usrtoday.org 
Jon Ditkoff - jditkoff@usrtoday.org 
Sarah Drennan - sdrennan@usrtoday.org 
Vinny Durante, - vdurante@usrtoday.org 
Arman Fardanesh - afardanesh@usrtoday.org 

Mayor and Council Message



  Again, this is the time of the year to remind residents that on Sunday, 
November 7, 2021, clocks will be turned back an hour.  Unfortunately, 
the Upper Saddle River Police Department and other Bergen County law 
enforcement agencies, historically, see an increase in residential burgla-
ries after the clocks are moved back.  Since it will be getting darker 
earlier, burglars will take advantage of less daylight to commit their 
crimes.  Even though there has been a reduction in residential home 
burglaries in our community, our town as well as others in Bergen County 
are still investigating many high-end motor vehicle burglaries and car 
thefts.  Knowing that these crimes are being committed, means that 
criminals still are coming to our community to commit crimes.  Please 
use the steps below to help lessen your chances of becoming a victim of 
a residential burglary:  
 ❖ Set lights on timers, and make your home look occupied at all times. 
 ❖ Install exterior lighting with motion sensors.  
 ❖ Have a neighbor or family member collect mail and newspapers, if 
    going away.  Stop all mail and newspaper deliveries, if someone is 
    not available to pick up these items on a regular basis. 
 ❖ If you have an alarm system, use it. 
 ❖ Make sure that all outside doors and windows are locked/closed 
    before you leave the house.   
 ❖ Do not leave expensive items, such as jewelry, out in the open. 
 ❖ Keep shrubbery trimmed away from entrances, walkways and 
    windows. Overgrown shrubs provide a hiding place for burglars, 
    who need only a minute to break in through a window or door. 
 ❖ Properly secure and keep out of sight items that can be easily stolen. 
 ❖ Most important, be a good neighbor and call the Police Department, 
    IMMEDIATELY,  if you observe any suspicious activity, vehicles, 
    or persons in and around your home or neighborhood. 
What to do if you believe your home may have been burglarized: 
 ❖ Do not enter.  The burglar may still be inside. 
 ❖ Use a neighbor's phone or cell phone to call police.  
 ❖ Do not touch anything or clean up until the police have conducted 
    their investigation.  Evidence may get destroyed! 
  Please check the Upper Saddle River Police website and Facebook 
page for Crime Prevention Tips and/or additional Community Alert 
Bulletins, as well as other important Police-related information.   

A Message from the 
Upper Saddle River Police Department 

Celebrate the 22nd Anniversary USR 5K Run 
Thanksgiving Morning 

Thursday, November 25, 2021  
  After a one-year pause, registration is now open for the 22nd 
Anniversary Upper Saddle River 5K Run, continuing its tradition on 
Thanksgiving Day. Doors open at 7:30 a.m. on Thanksgiving morning 
November 25th with the run starting at 9:00 a.m. at Cavallini Middle 
School. Pre-registration is recommended. Mail-in and online options are 
explained at  www.usr5k.org. The fee is $30.00 and $35 on race day. 
Pre-registered runners can pick up their shirt and number the evening 
before, November 24th from 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at Cavallini School 
gymnasium. NO paper copy registrations on race day. ONLINE ONLY. 
Register before you leave home or use your cell phone when you arrive. 
MASKS MUST BE WORN WHILE IN THE GYM  
   All donations should be made out to the Borough of USR and sent to 
Upper Saddle River 5k Run, PO Box 569, Saddle River, NJ 07458. We 
are in need of volunteers for both Wed. night and Thurs. morning. If you 
are interested in volunteering or making a corporate or individual 
donation, contact Ed Gartner at USRRecreation@aol.com 

The Hopper-Goetschius House Museum  
  Come celebrate the season on Sunday, December 12 from 1 to 4 p.m.  
at the Hopper-Goetschius House Museum. Visit Santa in the Dutch barn. 
He will arrive on a fire truck. Chestnuts will be roasting in the out 
kitchen, the blacksmith will be by the shed, and cookies and mulled cider 
will be served in the house, all decorated for a Victorian holiday. There 
will be stories in the schoolroom from several holiday traditions, shared 
by our Student Trustees. Admission is free for USR Historical Society 
members and children 16 and under. Non-member admission is $5.  
  The New Lore of Upper Saddle River is the perfect holiday gift. Visit 
www.usrhistoricalsociety.org to order or purchase for on December 12 
at the Museum. It’s a 180-page, full color, hard cover book that you will 
look through again and again. 

General Election Information   
The General Election is Tuesday, November 2, 2021 and polls are open 
from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  All residents registered to vote will receive 
a sample ballot in the mail and it will include your voting district. The 
polling locations are listed below. Call Borough Clerk  Joy Convertini 
(201) 934-3975 if you have any questions.    
Note the following polling places  
District 1 & 2 - Cavallini School gymnasium. 
District 3 - Borough Hall 
District 4 & 5-Upper Saddle River Public Library (Powers Room) 

3 WAYS TO VOTE! 
Choose one of the following: 
1. Go to your regular polling location on Election Day, Tuesday,  
  November 2, 2021. 
 • The polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
 • Check your sample ballot for polling location or visit vote.nj.gov 
Vote by Mail. 
 • If you are not set up to receive one already, applications must be 
   received by October 26th. To check your status contact the County 
    Clerk’s Office 201-336-7020 or electionsclerk@co.bergen.nj.us 
 • You may cast your vote by mail ballot by: 
   - Mailing it in as soon as possible. Your ballot must by postmarked  
     on or before Election Day. 
   - Deposit in a Secure Ballot Drop Box no later than 8 p.m. on 
     Election Day. Drop Box locations can be found at  
     www.bergencountyvotes.com 
   - Deliver your Vote by Mail ballot in person to the Board of Elections 
     located at 1 Bergen County Plaza - Room 310 by 8 p.m. 
3. Vote at any In-Person Early Voting Location. 
 • Early Voting Locations open Sat., Oct. 23rd through Sun., Oct. 31st 

 • Hours wil be Mon. - Sat., 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sun., 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

USR Holiday Tree Lighting and Toy Drive  
  The Saddle River Valley Junior Woman’s Club (SRVJWC) will host 
the annual USR Tree Lighting on Sat., Dec. 4 at 4:00 p.m. in front of 
Borough Hall. Please join us for festive holiday music performed by the 
Bogert chorus and refreshments. A special guest from the North Pole 
will arrive to greet everyone and will be available for socially distanced 
pictures. Please brighten the holidays for those less fortunate by bringing 
an unwrapped new toy for the children of Valley Hospital. 
  Please contact Leslie Lahoud at 201-953-9399 with any questions. For 
more information about SRVJWC visit: www.srvjwc.org. 

USR Menorah Lighting 
  Please join the JCO for the Annual Upper Saddle River Menorah 
lighting on Tues., Nov. 30, 2021 at 6:15 p.m. at the Borough Hall. 

Upper Saddle River School District 

Reynolds School Kindergarten Registration 
  The Upper Saddle River School District is announcing its plans for 
Kindergarten Registration for September, 2022. In order for your child 
to be eligible for Kindergarten, you must be a resident of Upper Saddle 
River and your child must be 5 years old on or before October 1, 2022.   
  Our registration period will run between Jan. 10th through Jan. 21st on-
line.  To register your child during this registration window, please log 
on to http://www.usrschoolsk8.com/reynolds and click on the Kinder-
garten Registration link which is found on the Reynolds School  page. 
  For further information, please call Reynolds School, (201) 961-6300, 
or email: cfinn@usrschoolsk8.com. 



 USR WASTE COLLECTIONS - November /December 2021 
Garbage: 

Nov. Every Monday & Thursday 
NO garbage will be collected Thursday, November 25, 2021, Thanksgiving. 
Dec. Every Monday & Thursday  

Recycling: 
Nov. West Side East Side  

Tuesdays, November 9 and 23 Tuesdays, November 2, 16 and 30  
Dec. West Side East Side 

Tuesdays, December 7 and 21 Tuesdays, December 14 and 28 
                        NOTE: Must call by 10 a.m. the NEXT DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles. 

           
Curbside White Goods: 

Nov.  Thursday, Nov. 4 
Dec.   Thursday, Dec. 2October  Thursday, Oct 6  

Curbside Bulky Trash:    Friday, December 3

Call 201-327-2196 x221 to schedule appointment 
for the appliance at LEAST three days prior to the 
pickup date.

NOTE: Must call by 10 a.m. the NEXT 
DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles.

Woman’s Club Events 
  The Woman’s Club is proud to announce that we recently celebrated 
our 60th year of service to our community. We thank everyone who 
supported our 5th annual Garage Sale in September. In October, we 
welcomed prospective new members at a fall social/meeting, 
co-sponsored the month-long One Book One Borough Program with the 
Library, and donated a raffle basket to our town’s Oktoberfest. In 
November, we look forward to sponsoring our 35th Annual Essay and 
Poetry Contest in the schools, a trip to Storm King Art Center in New 
Windsor NY, staffing a work week at the Thrift Shop in Midland Park, 
and volunteering at the USR Thanksgiving Day run. December plans 
include holiday social outreach projects at Lighthouse and Oasis.  
  Join us! New members are always welcome. Our focus is on 
volunteerism, social outreach, arts, and socials––mixed with occasional 
fundraisers to benefit our charitable causes. For information email 
nona.maher@gmail.com 

 Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Event Date   

 There will be a Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, November 13, 2021 at 
Bergen County Utilities Authority, Foot of 
Empire Blvd., Moonachie, NJ.  Collection hours 
are 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., rain or shine. Free of charge 
for Bergen  County residents, ID required.  This 
is the last drop off for 2021.  
Visit www.bcua.org for additional information. 

Dog/Cat Licenses Due January 2022  
  USR dogs and cats are due for their annual 
licenses.  The new 2022 tags and certificates will be 
available at Borough Hall starting January 2022. 
Licenses are required for all dogs and cats that have 
had rabies shots.  Proof of rabies immunization, which 
must be valid through the 10th month of the licensing 

year as required by the State of NJ, and proof of neutering/spaying 
(if applicable) are also required.  USR basic licensing fee for dogs is 
$15 and for cats $5.  There is an additional charge of $3 for a non-
neutered/spayed dog or cat.  This fee is established by the State of NJ to 
help control the stray animal population. There is a $5 late fee for dogs 
and cats registered after February 15, 2022. 

Friends of The Library   
Meetings:  The Friends of The Library will meet at 10:00 a.m. on 
November 8th and December 6th downstairs at the Library. Interested 
newcomers are welcome! Masks required.  
Book Sales: Thank you to all who supported us at our Pop-Up Parking 
Lot Book Sales. Our Lobby Book Sale has resumed, and our indoor 
monthly Library Book Room Sales (downstairs) will resume on Saturday 
November 6th and December 11th from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Only those 
who are currently paid-up members of The Friends of The Library 
will be admitted from 10:00-11:00 a.m. All others are welcome from 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Number of shoppers will be monitored as per 
Library regulations, and browsing time may be limited if there are 
people waiting. Masks required.  
Questions? Email nona.maher@gmail.com 

Library News  
  The USR library is pleased to offer a number of exciting programs 
for adults, teens and children in November and December. For a 
complete listing of upcoming events, and to register for events, please 
see the Calendar page of our website www.uppersaddleriverlibrary.org 

Free Rabies Clinic 
USR free rabies clinic is scheduled for Monday, 
Nov.ember15, 2021 at the USR Firehouse 
between 6-7:30 p.m.  Dogs on leashes will be 
vaccinated from 6-7pm and cats in carriers from 
7-7:30 p.m. 

Americans Soccer Club  
  The Americans Soccer Club, established in 1976, has a deep-rooted 
history within the Highlands region as one the oldest soccer clubs in 
North Jersey. Most children represent the home towns of Allendale, 
Ho-Ho-Kus, Saddle River, and Upper Saddle River, but children call the 
club theirs in over 25 neighboring or nearby towns. In addition to soccer, 
the club provides members social and team building opportunities (fun 
for the whole family). Competition ranges from selective EDP teams, 
competitive Northern Counties (NCSA) teams, to fun and instructive 
clinics, camps, and programs open to most ages. The club pairs well with 
recreational town soccer programs in the Fall, and many players choose 
to play both for their town and their club. USR Soccer and the 
USR Recreation Commission has a deep-rooted cooperation and 
partnership with the Americans and recommends the club for continued 
year-round soccer.  
The club has many exciting options for the winter and beyond:  
November 4&5 School-is-out Clinics (2008-2013 birth years), 
U4-U8 (2014-2018 birth years) Young Americans Clinics, 
High School Teams, 
Goalie Select Academy Training *NEW*, 
Indoor Futsal *Coming Soon*, 
Indoor Soccer Tennis *NEW-Coming Soon*, 
Fitness Boot Camps *NEW-Coming Soon*, 
and upcoming tryouts for Spring game spots…register now (plus 
potential for practice spots at all ages)!  
email: info@americanssc.org     website: www.americanssc.org

USR FOOD DRIVE  
  On Saturday, Nov. 6th the Borough will be holding a 
food drive for the Center for Food Action in Mahwah 
from 8:00 A.M. to noon at Borough Hall. Please stop by 
and help families in need. Accepting non-perishable food 
items, coffee/tea, household supplies, baby diapers, 
wipes, food and formula, grocery store gift cards and 
monetary donations. Thanksgiving items welcome.  

Northern Highlands 
JR WRESTLING Program 2021-2022  

For more information or any questions visit 
 www.nhjuniorwrestling.com or email: nhjwcoachgray@gmail.com

Register For Recreation and Travel Basketball  
To register for Recreation basketball go to www.USRbasketball.com. 
Sign up for travel basketball tryouts visit www.NHTravelbasketball.com. 
Any questions contact usrbasketball@gmail.com.



Coming up in November/ December 2021
BOROUGH BOARDS  
*MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
      Thursday, November 4  
    Thursday, December 2 
       Thursday, December 30** END OF YEAR 
              6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 
              8:00 p.m. Regular Meeting   
*PLANNING BOARD 
      Wednesday, November 10 at 7 p.m. 
       Wednesday, December 8 at 7 p.m. 
 
SHADE TREE 
      TBD   
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
      Wednesday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library 
    Wednesday, December 15 at 6:00 p.m. (note time change)    
BOARD OF HEALTH 
       Monday, November 15 at 7:30 p.m.  
       Meetings, which are normally held the 3rd Monday every 
       other month, will now be held via zoom until Borough  
       Hall is officially open for attended meetings.    
ADULT WALK-IN CLINIC 
      Cancelled until further notice. 
 
*ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
      Third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

SERVICE GROUPS  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
      Meetings: Thursdays, November 4 and December 2 
       Drills:  at 7:30 p.m. 
 
AMBULANCE CORP 
       Meetings: First Wednesday each month at 7:30 p.m.  
       Drills: Fourth Wednesday each month at  7:30 p.m. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
      Monday, November 8th 10:00 am at the USR Library 
       Monday, December 6th 10:00 am at the USR Library 
        
BERGEN HIGHLANDS ROTARY 
       Mondays, at 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at Houlihans in Ramsey. 
       No meeting on Federal Holidays and last Monday of 
       the month is a Breakfast Meeting that starts at 7:45 a.m. 
 
*SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB 
      TBD 
 
WOMAN’S CLUB 
      Tuesday, November 9th at 7:00 pm at the USR Library 
       Tuesday, December 7th at 7:00 pm at the USR Library 
 
*Meetings held via teleconference.  
Due to COVID 19, meetings could be cancelled or 
rescheduled.ay, September 1 - 7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall 
       Tuesday, October 6 - 7:00 p.m. at the Library 

 Municipal Court in Session, Borough Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, November 9 and Tuesday, November 23 
Tuesday, December 14  
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    Adult Walk-In Health Clinic 
Cancelled till further notice.


