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Dear Neighbors:  
Project Guardian Emergency Information:  The Borough of 
Upper Saddle River would like to introduce Project Guardian.  The 
purpose of this initiative is for the Police Department to have a list 
of residents who have special needs or who are at-risk due to a 
medical condition.  This information will be used to facilitate their 
response during an emergency.    If you feel you or a loved one might 
need such assistance, please fill out the enclosed form and mail 
it back to the attention of Dispatcher Pink at the USR Police 
Department.  The information is voluntary and will be kept strictly 
confidential by the Police Department.  In addition, all residents, 
who have not already done so, are urged to register for the Swift 
9-1-1 Emergency Notification System.  Visit www.usrtoday.org, click 
on Swift 9-1-1 and enter your contact information.        
Covid-19 Update:  The NJ vaccine scheduling program has been 
frustrating to say the least.  The Covid-19 Vaccine is currently being 
distributed in NJ to health care workers, police officers, firefighters, 
EMS and those over 65 years of age or ages 16-64 with underlying 
health issues.  Supply is extremely limited, and it can be very 
challenging to obtain an appointment.  Pre-registration will be 
required that will determine eligibility and vaccines will be by 
appointment only.  Once pre-registered, as vaccine becomes 
available, an appointment can be made.  Some CVS stores, 
hospitals and additional distribution sites are distributing vaccines.  
As supply becomes more available, it will become easier to get an 
appointment.  See a list of vaccine distribution locations here:   
https://covid19.nj.gov/pages/covid-19-vaccine-locations-for-eligible-
recipients   
A vaccine distribution center for Bergen County residents is set up 
at the Annex Hospital at New Bridge Medical Center, located at 230 
E. Ridgewood Avenue in Paramus.  There is also a vaccine center at 
the Meadowlands Race Track. Both facilities will follow the same 
guidelines as to priority.   
To register for the County, visit Coronavirus (COVID-19) Survey & 
Scheduler (bergencovidvaccine.com). The County has added a phone 
number for those without computer skills – please reserve this for 
those who truly need it.    
To pre-register for the vaccine through the State, visit 
http://www.covidvaccine.nj.gov or  
https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org/covid19/meadowlands/.  
You can also visit the center in person to register.  To receive regular 
updates and additional information regarding the vaccines, new 
vaccine distribution locations, testing, contact tracing or travel, 
register your contact information at http://www.covid19.nj.gov.  

  
Those with special needs, those unable to utilize a computer and 
without family to assist may need additional help.  If you have not 
already registered for the Covid-19 vaccine, and are having difficulty 
doing so on-line, please call Helena at Borough Hall at 201-327-2196 
ext. 221 Monday through Friday from 8:30 am to 4 pm.   Please leave 
this option for those who truly need such assistance. 
   
Affordable Housing:  The Borough’s final compliance hearing was 
held via telephone conference with Judge Farrington on Friday, 
February 5th.  The court granted a Final Judgment of Compliance 
and Repose to the Borough subject to two minor conditions involving 
the furnishing of some additional information to Fair Share Housing 
Center and the Special Master related to two projects.  The Housing 
Plan can be viewed on the Borough’s website at https://www.usrto-
day.org/affordable-housing/.   
  
The process has been difficult and frustrating for everyone involved.  
The work on Round 3 began in 2014.   The process was complicated 
when oversight and review of municipal housing plans moved from 
COAH to the courts in March of 2015 when the Supreme Court, 
in a decision now known as Mount Laurel IV, divested COAH of 
jurisdiction.  This sudden and unexpected change allowed Fair Share 
Housing a seat at the table in negotiations and greatly increased the 
number of units all 565 municipalities were required to provide.  The 
process consumed more than half of the 10-year period of repose 
from “builders’ remedy” lawsuits that the Borough ultimately 
achieved. It’s difficult to believe, but the next round will actually 
begin sometime in 2024, only three years from now. 
  
We must acknowledge the efforts of all who have been involved, 
particularly those who have been on the Borough’s negotiating 
team from the outset to its conclusion.  Thanks go to Special Counsel 
Edward Buzak, Borough Planner Joseph Burgis, Borough Attorney 
Robert Regan, Borough Engineer Kevin Boswell, Borough Admin-
istrator Theodore Preusch and Mayor Joanne Minichetti. Each 
contributed immensely to the final outcome.  The Borough could 
not have arrived at the same resolution without their dedication, 
knowledge and perseverance.  
 
Winter Weather:  The Department of Public Works has been doing 
a stellar job managing the snow this winter.  In February we had a 
record-breaking snowstorm with over 30 inches of snow.  The snow 
and ice storms continued throughout the month.  Thank you to our 
amazing department.  Please drive carefully and hopefully spring is 
around the corner.   
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  Internet scams show no sign of letting up. In fact, the problem may be getting worse. In its most recent report from the 
[[https://www.fbi.gov/news/stories/2019-internet-crime-report-released-021120 Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3)]], the FBI said it saw the 
largest number of complaints and the highest dollar losses reported since the center was established 20 years ago. The FBI said 
it recorded 467,361 complaints in 2019 and more than $3.5 billion in losses to individuals and businesses. The costliest scams involved business 
email compromise, romance or confidence fraud, and mimicking the account of a person or vendor known to the victim to gather personal or 
financial information. Criminals are getting more sophisticated and it is getting harder and harder for victims to spot the red flags and tell real 
from fake. You can avoid becoming a victim with vigilance and common-sense steps.   
•  Beware of the fake invoice or suspicious email. Be sure to check that email address. The name may be familiar, but the email address may be 
a long string of unrelated characters. Scammers may have an email that is one letter off or they may simply use .net instead of .com.  Does an 
invoice ask you to provide new bank information? That is a potential red flag. A simple way to side step a fraudulent transfer of funds is to verify 
you are using a trusted source, for instance making a quick phone call to the vender. If you are business owner, require your employees to call and 
verify payment requests using phone numbers that are on file.  
•  Scammers will pretend to be from an institution you are familiar with. You’ve probably received these emails or phone calls. Someone reaches 
out to you claiming to be from the IRS, the Social Security Administration, or another government organization. If you receive a call like this 
simply hang up the phone. Please do not engage the caller.   
•  Avoid the Social Security scam. In one version of the scam, the caller says your Social Security number has been linked to a crime 
involving drugs or sending money out of the country illegally. They then tell you that your Social Security number is blocked. For a fee, it can be 
reactivated. Then the scammer will ask you to confirm your Social Security number.  Hang up. The Social Security Administration will never call 
you on the phone and ask for your Social Security number.  
•  Scammers will tell you how to pay. They often insist that you pay by sending money through a money transfer company or by putting money 
on a gift card and then giving them the number on the back.  Others will send you a check (that will later turn out to be fake), tell you to deposit 
it, and then send them money.   
•  Pop-up warnings. Tech support scammers may try to lure you with a pop-up window that appears on your computer screen. It might look like 
an error message from your operating system or antivirus software. It might use logos from trusted companies or websites.  The message in the 
window warns of a security issue on your computer and directs you to call a phone number to get help. Simply ignore. You can always use your 
antivirus software to scan.  If you call, they’ll likely give you worthless information--for a fee. They may also have you download malware or 
other unwanted software that they claim will fix the issue.  
•  Phishing scams are a type of cybercrime in which a person is contacted by email, telephone, or text message by someone posing as a legitimate 
institution to lure individuals into providing sensitive data such as banking, credit card details and passwords.  Phishing emails and text messages 
spin a tale in order to trick you into clicking on a link or opening an attachment.    
•  What to do if you are scammed  Be vigilant and use common sense. Anyone can fall victim to these scams. If you have paid someone, call 
your bank, money transfer app, or credit card company and see if they can reverse the charges.  If you gave personal information, go to 
https://www.IdentityTheft.gov  IdentityTheft.gov to see what steps you should take, including how to monitor your credit.  Did a scammer take 
control of your cell phone number and account? Contact your service provider to take back control of your phone number. Once you do, change 
your account password. Passwords should be lengthy and include numbers, letters, special characters, and capitalized letters. Short passwords can 
easily be hacked using computer programs.  When you report a scam, the FTC can use the information to build cases against scammers, spot 
trends, educate the public, and share data about what is happening in your community. If you were scammed, report it to the FTC at 
ReportFraud.ftc.gov.  Finally, be vigilant and use common sense. Avoid clicking on suspicious links, and never give out personal information to 
a stranger over the phone such as passwords, bank information, date of birth or your Social Security number.   

Upper Saddle River Police Department 

  It is with sincere sorrow that the Borough of Upper Saddle River 
announced the passing of USR Fire Chief Larry Rauch on February 21st.  
Larry was a most dedicated volunteer serving as a volunteer firefighter 
in the Borough for 49 years, and as he often said, as Chief once every 
decade. Larry was the head instructor at the Bergen County Fire Academy 
and served as mentor to many.  He retired in 2019 to relocate closer to 
family.  Married to Sherry for almost 60 years, the two were inseparable 
until her death on December 4th.     
  Larry was a familiar face in town and no job was too small, too large 
or too dangerous. He was well known by every firefighter and department 
in Bergen County and beyond.  For his dedication to public safety, he was 
awarded the Congressional Hometown Hero Award.  A Navy veteran, 
Larry was a Memorial Day keynote speaker at the Borough’s annual 
memorial service.   During his Memorial Day remarks, he spoke of being 
on one of the ships stationed near Cuba during the Cuban missile crisis 

and was on the ship that scooped up John Glenn, after Glenn’s space capsule landed in the sea in 1962.  
  On behalf of a most grateful community, the Governing Body offers the deepest condolences to his family, friends and fellow firefighters.      
  Larry, you were one of a kind and will never be replaced.  Rest in Peace with your beloved Sherry.   

“FIREFIGHTING ROYALTY”



 USR WASTE COLLECTIONS - March / April 2021 
Garbage: 

March Every Monday & Thursday 
April Every Monday & Thursday  

Recycling: 
March West Side East Side  

Tuesdays, March 2, 16 and 30 Tuesdays, March 9 and 23  
April West Side East Side 

Tuesdays, April 13 and 27 Tuesdays, April 6 and 20 
                        NOTE: Must call by 10am the NEXT DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles. 

           
Curbside White Goods: 

March  Thursday, March 4 
April   Thursday, April 1October  Thursday, Oct 6  

Curbside Bulky Trash:    Friday, March 19

Call 201-327-2196 x221 to schedule appointment 
for the appliance at LEAST three days prior to the 
pickup date.

NOTE: Must call by 10 a.m. the NEXT 
DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles.

  We now offer USR cardholders online access to The Wall Street 
Journal and The New York Times newspapers. For access codes, email 
our Adult Services Librarian: 
molly.mckenney@uppersaddleriver.bccls.org  
  Discover ebooks, databases, best-selling magazines, movies, music 
and more from home with your library card, go to the Online Services 
tab at: www.uppersaddleriverlibrary.org. Plus, we continue to offer 
contactless pickup of library materials and in-person browsing hours. 
Check social media for all of our virtual programming for Adults, 
Children and Teens. 

Library News

Woman’s Club Events  
  Our Valentine’s Day Mega Raffle was a sell-out and we are very 
grateful for the support of our friends and neighbors in the community 
who made it a success. The drawing was held at Noon at Borough Hall 
on February 14th and the video is on our Facebook page. Congratula-
tions to our three winners! Proceeds will benefit USR First Responders, 
Scholarships and Graduation Awards, our Library and Historical Society, 
and other local charitable organizations and causes. Together we can 
make a difference!  
  Our members continue to meet monthly via Zoom, and we have added 
a monthly book group as well. On March 20th we’ll be at Borough 
Hall from 8am ‘til Noon collecting non-perishable items for The Center 
for Food Action. We are one of the many town organizations that are 
taking a week to man the site. This town-wide program on Recycling 
Saturdays is helping to fill a big need. Please contribute on every 
Saturday that you can!  
New members are always welcome. 
Contact Nona Maher (nona.maher@gmail.com) if you are interested in 
joining us. We are looking forward to warmer weather when we can meet 
in person again—outdoors. 

USR Historical Society News  
  Join the Upper Saddle River Historical Society for our March 
Hearthside History Chat: A Conversation with Former School Principals: 
from a one-room school house to Reynolds, Bogert & Cavallini on 
Tuesday, March 23 @ 7:00 pm. Register via email to receive the Zoom 
link at events@usrhistoricalsociety.org  
  Future monthly Hearthside Chats will entice you to spend a few 
moments to delve into USR’s rich and fascinating history - Historic 
Fashion Show, Horse Ranches & Bronco Busting, Farm life in USR and 
more.  Mark your calendars: Tues., April 27 & Tues. May 25 @7:00 pm 

Brush Pick Up  
Brush pick up starts Thursday April 1 and 
runs through Friday October 29.  Brush is 
collected every other week and must be tied 

in manageable bundles or placed in brown Home Depot type bags.  No 
branches lager than 4” in diameter or 5’ in length will be collected.  
Brush must be at the curb by 6:00 a.m. the day of collection.  Grass, 
stumps, logs, root balls and large trees will not be picked up.  
 
All trees must be cut or trimmed back beyond your curb in order for our 
large plow trucks to properly plow to the curb line.

USR Tennis Permits Available for 2021  
  Tennis permits for the use of the USR tennis courts, located on 
West Saddle River Road in front of Reynolds School, are available 
at the Borough Hall or at the tennis courts from Tennis Pro Sharron 
Mattiace. A family membership is $40.00 and an individual membership 
is priced at $25.00. All residents must have a permit and display 
permit on the sign up board located at the entrance of the courts. For 
more information please call the USR Recreation Department at 
201-327-3634 or USRRecreation@aol.com. Visit the Boro website at 
www.USRtoday.org for information about all Recreation programs. 

 Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Event Date   

 There will be a Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, March 6, 2021 at Bergen 
County Utilities Authority, Foot of Empire Blvd., 
Moonachie, NJ and Sunday, April 11, 2021 at 
Bergen Community College, 400 Paramus Road, 
Paramus, NJ.  The collection hours are 9am-3pm, 
rain or shine.  Free of charge for Bergen county 
residents, ID required.  Visit www.bcua.org for 
additional information or contact BCUA at 201-
807-5825.  

Food Drive Continues 
  Due to the overwhelming success of our weekly Food Drives at the 
Recycling Center on Saturdays, the program will  continue through 
March.   Residents are asked to drop off non-perishable food in the Bor-
ough Hall parking lot on Saturdays from 8:00 am to 12:00 p.m.  All food 
items collected are donated to the Center for Food Action in Mahwah.   

    Adult Walk-In Health Clinic 
Cancelled till further notice.

BCUA Document Shredding, 
Electronics & Tire Recycling Event Date 

  The Bergen County Utilities Authority will sponsor this event on 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at Bergen Community College, 400 Paramus 
Road, Paramus, NJ. Collection hours are 9am-2pm, rain or shine. This 
event is for Bergen County residents, ID required. 

USR Seeking Council Candidate 
Nominations    

  The USR Republican Municipal Committee is seeking candidates that 
are interested in running for a three-year council seat this year.   
  Interested persons should send a resume and letter of interest no later 
than noon, March 9th; to: Ken Gabbert, USR Municipal Chairperson, 
kgabbert2@juno.com.  
  The Municipal Committee will conduct interviews and select 
candidates to run in this years Primary and General Election. Interviews 
are expected to take place via zoom before the early April petition filing 
deadline.   
  Please call (201-988-7230) or email Ken Gabbert if you have any 
questions.    



Coming up in March / April 2021
BOROUGH BOARDS  
*MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
      Thursday, March 4  
    Thursday, April 1 
              6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 
              8:00 p.m. Regular Meeting   
*PLANNING BOARD 
      Wednesday, March 10 at 7 p.m. 
       Thursday, March 25 at 7:00 p.m.  
       Wednesday, April 14 at 7 p.m. 
       Thursday, April 22 at 7 p.m. 
 
SHADE TREE 
      TBD   
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
      Wednesday, March 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library 
    Wednesday, April 21 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library    
BOARD OF HEALTH 
       Monday, March 15 at 7:30 p.m.  
       Meetings, which are normally held the 3rd Monday every 
       other month, will now be held via zoom until Borough  
       Hall is officially open for attended meetings.    
ADULT WALK-IN CLINIC 
      Cancelled until further notice. 
 
*ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
      Third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

SERVICE GROUPS  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
      Meetings: Thursdays, March 4 and April 1 
       Drills:  at 7:30 p.m. 
 
AMBULANCE CORP 
       Meetings: First Wednesday each month at 7:30 p.m.  
       Drills: Fourth Wednesday each month at  7:30 p.m. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
       No meetings scheduled for March and April. 
        
BERGEN HIGHLANDS ROTARY 
       Mondays, at 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at Houlihans in Ramsey. 
       No meeting on Federal Holidays and last Monday of 
       the month is a Breakfast Meeting that starts at 7:45 a.m. 
 
*SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB 
      TBD 
 
WOMAN’S CLUB 
      TBD 
 
*Meetings held via teleconference.  
Due to COVID 19, meetings could be cancelled or 
rescheduled. 
      Tuesday, September 1 - 7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall 
       Tuesday, October 6 - 7:00 p.m. at the Library 

 Municipal Court in Session, Borough Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, March 9 and  Tuesday, March 23 
Tuesday, April 13 and Tuesday, April 27 
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