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Dear Neighbors: 
 
  The past year has certainly brought with it some unique 
challenges.  As always, our community came together.  Upper 
Saddle River is blessed with extraordinary volunteers.  Thank you 
to everyone for your continuing efforts.   
  
COVID-19:  As the nation and the state faces a second wave of 
the virus, vaccines are being distributed to health care workers, 
then residents of long-term facilities such as nursing homes and 
finally to the general public (adults).  NJ’s vaccine distribution 
plan and information can be found at - 
ttps://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019_vaccination.shtml, 
and on our website, www.usrtoday.org, along with travel 
restrictions and other updated content.  Please continue to use 
precautions to avoid becoming ill and spreading the virus to others 
who may be more vulnerable.  Upper Saddle River continues to 
be among the lowest in Bergen County as to number of confirmed 
cases; however, sadly our community has lost residents to this 
virus and many USR families have lost loved ones and close 
friends.  The community grieves with them.  
  
Thank you again to our Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Police 
Department, Volunteer Fire Department, Office of Emergency 
Management, Borough staff, Board of Health, Department of 
Public Works, our Board of Education members, the USR Library, 
school administration and amazing teachers for all of their 
outstanding efforts throughout this pandemic.  Our community 
organizations certainly rose to the challenge. Thank you to 
everyone who are doing what they can to lift another’s spirits, 
donate PPE, deliver a meal, organize a collection for essential 
workers or those needing assistance, or checking on a neighbor.  
Our coaches and scout leaders have worked to keep the kids 
engaged safely.  USR Cares continues to do a great job reaching 
out to our seniors and offering assistance. I commend everyone 
for doing what they can.  Let’s all continue to work together to 
keep each other safe and healthy.  
  
 
 

Affordable Housing:  The Compliance Hearing has been 
rescheduled to January 27th.  An update will be provided closer 
to the hearing. 
 
  Hillside Avenue:  At the December meeting, the Council passed 
an emergency resolution to close Hillside Avenue due to a 
warning that the culvert is in imminent danger of failure.  The 
Borough engineers recently conducted an inspection, and 
although a steel plate had been installed to keep the roadway open, 
it was determined that the culvert has continued to deteriorate and 
the steel plate is beginning to fail as well.  Please observe all 
detour signs and follow speed limits.  
  
New Recreational Opportunities:  The Borough purchased nine 
acres of the property at One Lake Street for future recreational 
use at a cost of $2 million and was awarded $1.6 million in Open 
Space monies (80% of the purchase price) from the County of 
Bergen.  Open Space monies will continue to be sought as the 
project becomes a reality.  The approval by the voters of a local 
Open Space tax in November will also make the Borough more 
viable to receive grant awards.  This is a project that has long been 
discussed as our community grows and recreational needs expand.  
A committee has been formed to help design something that will 
meet long-term needs and be a true asset to our community.  
  
Food Insecurity:  Since I was sworn in as Mayor in 2012, we 
have collected non-perishable food items at Borough Hall for the 
Center for Food Action.  The collection became so successful the 
Center would come to pick up the collections weekly.  Unfortu-
nately, while there has never been a greater need, we cannot do 
this at this time due to the pandemic.  I would like to ask our 
community organizations if they would consider manning  
 collection in the front driveway of Borough Hall on a Saturday 
morning from 8 a.m. to noon during our regular recycling hours 
– weather permitting.  Residents will be invited to drive by and 
drop food items off on their way to recycling.  If your organization 
is interested, please email me at jminichetti@usrtoday.org and a 
Saturday can be arranged that is convenient for your members.   
 
Wishing everyone a Healthy and Happy New Year.   
 
Joanne Minichetti 

Mayor’s MessageMayor Joanne L. Minichetti

A Message from 
Mayor Joanne Minichetti



Brush Pickup  
  Bundled brush pickup will resume on April 1, 2021 and run through 
October 29, 2021.    Bundles must be tied and able to be lifted overhead 
into a truck. No larger than four inches in diameter or greater than five 
feet in length. 

  The New Jersey Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness 
provided the following tips for winter weather preparedness.   
  As New Jersey residents and organizations continue to manage the 
effects of COVID-19, NJOHSP encourages everyone to prepare for 
winter weather. Winter weather hazards may include extreme cold, 
freezing rain, snow, ice, and high winds. Planning may be different 
this year because of the need to protect yourself and others from 
COVID-19.   
  Below are tips from federal and State partners to help you and your 
family prepare and stay safe this winter season:  
  •  Stay informed by visiting credible websites to get information 
about natural hazards and emergency preparedness.  
http://ready.nj.gov/plan-prepare/staying-informed.shtml  
  •  Build a kit and include items that can help protect you and others 
from COVID-19, such as hand sanitizer, soap, disinfectant wipes, and 
two masks for each person. For more information on how to select and 
wear your mask, visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) website. 
http://www.ready.nj.gov/plan-prepare/your-kit-plan.shtml  

  •  Give yourself more time than usual to prepare your emergency 
food, water, and medical supplies. Home delivery is the safest choice 
to buy disaster supplies; however, if in-person shopping is your only 
choice, take steps to protect your health and that of others when running 
essential errands.  
  •  Follow social distancing recommendations (at least 6 feet apart) 
and other CDC guidance when checking on neighbors and friends.  
  •  Make a plan, and be sure to account for individuals or family 
members with special needs, as well as pets. New Jersey’s Special 
Needs Registry for Disasters allows residents with access and functional 
needs to share information with emergency response agencies, which 
are then able to better serve them in a disaster or other emergency.  
https://www.ready.gov/plan  
  •  Create an emergency supply kit for your car. Include an ice 
scraper, a shovel, jumper cables, sand, a flashlight, warm clothes, 
blankets, bottled water, and nonperishable snacks. Keep a full tank of gas.  
  If you should have any additional questions related to winter weather 
preparation please feel free to contact the Upper Saddle River Police 
Traffic Division Supervisor Sergeant Kenneth Osborne at 201-327-2700.   

Upper Saddle River Police Department 

 
 
  
 
 

USREF 2021 Award for Excellence 
Nomination Application  

“USR Community Champions”  
  The Upper Saddle River Educational Foundation (USREF) is seeking 
nominations for our 2021 Award for Excellence.  This year, we are 
seeking nominations for USR COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS.  Given 
the global health crisis that has affected our community and residents, 
we are seeking to honor one or more individuals who have made a 
significant, positive and visible impact in our community, in particular, 
during 2020.  
  Nominees must be residents of Upper Saddle River, demonstrate 
exceptional public service to the Upper Saddle River community through 
their volunteerism and serve as role models for the children of the USR 
School District that the foundation ultimately serves.    
  Please exclude any past Award for Excellence Honorees (a listing of 
previous Honorees is on our website) or anyone who is compensated (or 
receives a salary or stipend) for their work in the community that is the 
basis of your nomination.   
  The nomination application is available on the USREF website at: 
www.usref.org  
  Nominations must be submitted by January 31, 2021 for consideration 
of the 2021 USREF Award for Excellence.    
  Please contact us at usref@usrschoolsk8.com with any questions. 

USR Recreation Baseball Registration 
Now Open  

  All registration is online. Go to www.usrbaseball.com and click the 
registration link. All Travel Players must register for Recreation Baseball. 
As with last year, to the extent the season does not take place, registration 
fees will be returned. We are always looking for coaches and 
volunteers. In order to coach, you must complete the Rutgers 
S.A.F.E.T.Y. course and the USR background check. Please note that 
girls are welcome to participate in all levels of the program and often 
play Mini Sluggers below and T-Ball (K and Jr-K). If you are looking to 
register for softball (starts 1st grade), please go to register.usrrecsoftball.com  
Mini Sluggers Program  
  The USR Baseball Association is pleased to announce that we will 
be again running a Mini Sluggers program this year. This program is 
for girls and boys ages 3, 4 and 5 (not in K or Jr-K). This is an early 
learning program designed to develop and nurture the fundamentals 
and concepts of baseball and softball. The program will work on sports 
skills as well as life skills, emphasizing teamwork and sportsmanship. 
REGISTRATION WILL CLOSE SUNDAY, MARCH 7th.  

The USR Girls Recreational Softball Sign-ups  
  It is time to register for the 2021 USR Rec softball season. Please visit 
our website register.usrrecsoftball.com. The registration will be open 
starting January 1st through March 1st. Should you have any questions 
or problems in the registration process please let us know. Registration 
is for girls in 1st grade through 8th grade. Practices and games will be 
held April, May and June.  We will be having several clinics again this 
year for the girls in grades 1 and 2 which will be run by Challenge U. 
More details will follow once the dates and times of the clinics are 
confirmed. We are always looking for anyone interested in being a head 
coach or an assistant coach. In order to coach you must complete the 
Rutgers S.A.F.E.T.Y. course and the USR background check. We would 
also welcome anyone who would like to serve as a board member. 
Anyone interested please e-mail us at USRRecsoftball@gmail.com.  Any 
questions, contact Rob Paglieri at 201-314-7628. You can also e-mail at 
USRRecSoftball@gmail.com. 

First Quarter Taxes Due February 1, 2021  
  The Tax Office wishes to remind residents that the first quarter 2021 
taxes are due on or before February 2021.  Upper Saddle River offers a 
ten-day grace period.  If taxes are paid by February 10, 2021, State law 
requires that interest is then due from February 1st to the date they 
are paid.  Check or money orders only, no cash will be accepted. 
You can also pay taxes online; visit our website www.usrtodayorg for 
more information. 
    Adult Walk-In Health Clinic 

Cancelled till further notice.

BCUA Document Shredding, 
Electronics & Tire Recycling Event Date 

  The Bergen County Utilities Authority will be sponsor this event on 
Sunday, April 25, 2021 at Bergen Community College, 400 Paramus 
Road, Paramus, NJ. Collection hours are 9am-2pm, rain or shine. This 
event is for Bergen County residents, ID required. 

Christmas Tree Pickup   
  Christmas tree pickup will begin on Monday, December 28, 2020 and 
conclude on Friday, January 15, 2021.



 USR WASTE COLLECTIONS - January / February 2021 
Garbage: 

January Every Monday & Thursday 
February Every Monday & Thursday  

Recycling: 
January West Side East Side  

Tuesdays, January 5 and 19 Tuesdays, January 12 and 26  
February West Side East Side 

Tuesdays, February 2 and 16 Tuesdays, February 9 and 23 
                        NOTE: Must call by 10am the NEXT DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles. 

           
Curbside White Goods: 

January  Thursday, Jan. 7 
February   Thursday, Feb. 4October  Thursday, Oct 6  

Curbside Bulky Trash:    Friday, March 19

Call 201-327-2196 x221 to schedule appointment 
for the appliance at LEAST three days prior to the 
pickup date.

NOTE: Must call by 10 a.m. the NEXT 
DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles.

 Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Event Date   

 There will be a Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection on Saturday, March 6, 2021 at Bergen 
County Utilities Authority, Foot of Empire 
Blvd., Moonachie, NJ. The collection hours are 
9am-3pm, rain or shine. Free of charge for 
Bergen County residents, ID required.  Visit 
www.bcua.org for additional information or 
contact BCUA at 201-807-5825.  

  The USR Library is pleased to now offer USR cardholders online 
access to two newspapers, The Wall Street Journal and The New York 
Times. For online access codes email our Adult Services Librarian: 
molly.mckenney@uppersaddleriver.bccls.org  
  We continue to offer Contactless Pickup of library items, in-person 
browsing hours (limited to 20 minutes per day) and virtual programs for 
Adults, Children and Teens. Find information on our website: 
www.uppersaddleriverlibrary.org or social media. 

Styrofoam Collection 
The Ramsey Environmental Commission/Green Team and the Upper 
Saddle River (USR) Environmental Committee urge residents to recycle 
Styrofoam. Two collection drives, open to both Ramsey and USR 
residents, will be held in January:    
January 2nd  10:00 am – 12:00 pm USR Recycling Depot 
January 9th  10:00 am – 12:00 pm  Ramsey Pool (75 Oak Street)  
Bring your Styrofoam packaging to a collection drive. The material will 
be transported to a facility that uses it to generate construction materials, 
widely used in projects ranging from buildings and stadiums, roadways, 
and commercial landscaping. Styrofoam packaging must be: 

       • Clean, dry and uncontaminated 

Library News

 2021 DOG/CAT LICENSE APPLICATION 
Borough of Upper Saddle River, 376 W. Saddle River Road, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 

Owner’s Name_______________________________________________________Date_________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________ Tel #_________________________ 
Dog or CAT:                             Dog or CAT: 
Name___________________ Sex_______________       Name_____________________  Sex______________ 
Color_______________ Hair (long/short)_______       Color______________ Hair (long/short)_________ 
Breed_____________________ DOB____________       Breed__________________    DOB_______________ 
License Fee Dogs $15.00         License fee cats $5.00. 
Non-neutered Dog   Additional $3.00       Non-neutered Cat   Additional $3.00. 
There is a $5.00 late fee for licenses obtained after February 15, 2021.   
Proof of rabies vaccination through October 2021 and proof of neutering/spaying is required for all dogs/cats. 
Checks or exact change would be appreciated. Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope and all necessary papers if mailing. 

Last call for Woman’s Club 
$pread The Love Mega Raffle Tickets!  

  Don’t be left out! Get your Mega Raffle Ticket today for your chance 
to win one of three great Visa Gift Card Prizes. $2,500, $1,500 or $1,000 
could be yours! Your donation of $25 per ticket will benefit USR’s First 
Responders, Graduation Awards and Scholarships, our Library and 
Historical Society, and other local charitable causes. Help us to help 
others! The Woman’s Club is a 501 ( c ) 3 organization, so your donation 
is tax deductible. A maximum of 500 tickets will be sold, so your odds 
of winning are good––but you have to have a ticket to win!  
  To get your ticket, go to our website at www.usrwomansclub.org and 
download the handy order form. Pop it in the mail and we will get your 
ticket(s) to you ASAP.  You can also get your ticket from any club mem-
ber you may know. Contact Nona Maher at nona.maher@gmail.com or 
Jeanine Matthews at jambm1@aol.com if you can’t access the order 
form or have questions. The drawing will be held at Noon at Borough 
Hall on Valentine’s Day-–Sunday February 14th. Get your ticket (s) today! 

Reynolds School Kindergarten Registration  
 The Upper Saddle River School District is announcing its plans for 
Kindergarten Registration for September, 2021. In order for your child 
to be eligible for Kindergarten, you must be a resident of Upper Saddle 
River and your child must be 5 years old on or before October 1, 2021.  
Our registration period will run between January 11th through January 
22nd online. To register your child during this registration window, please 
log in to http://www.usrschoolsk8.com/reynolds and click on the Kinder-
garten Registration link which can be found on the Reynolds School 
main page. For further information, please call Reynolds School, (201) 
961-6300, or email: cfinn@usrschoolsk8.com. 

Save the Dates!  
  You don’t want to miss USR’s Historical Society’s upcoming Hearth-
side History Chats! Join us for a Zoom Kick Off on Tuesday, January 
26th from 7:00-7:45 pm. Learn about the ways we can serve you with 
our upgraded digital profile and our fabulous new website.   
  Future monthly Hearthside Chats will entice you to spend a few 
moments to delve into USR’s rich and fascinating history. Register to 
receive a link to join us on the 26th and hear about our plans for 
February’s fascinating Hearthside Chat on the Hidden History of the 
Architectural Styles of Homes in USR–scheduled for Tuesday, February 
23rd from 7:00-7:45 pm.  
  Register via email to receive the Zoom link for these presentations at 
events@usrhistoricalsociety.org.

Please, NO: 
  • Packing peanuts 
  • Food containers (to-go boxes or cups)  
Questions? 
Ramsey – Contact Reeva at r2esva@gmail.com 
Upper Saddle River – Contact Jay at: 
jayperezusrsoccer@gmail.com  



Coming up in January / February 2021
BOROUGH BOARDS  
*MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
      Thursday, January 7 Reorganization Meeting 
    Thursday, February 4 
              6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 
              8:00 p.m. Regular Meeting   
*PLANNING BOARD 
      Wednesday, January 13 at 7 p.m. 
       Thursday, January 28 at 7:00 p.m.  
       Wednesday, February 10 at 7 p.m. 
       Thursday, February 25 at 7 p.m. 
 
SHADE TREE 
      TBD   
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
      Wednesday, January 20 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library 
    Wednesday, February 10 at 6:00 p.m. at the Library    
BOARD OF HEALTH 
    Monday, January 18 at 7:30 p.m.  
Meetings, which are normally held the 3rd Monday every 
other month, will now be held via zoom until Borough Hall 
is officially open for attended meetings.    
ADULT WALK-IN CLINIC 
      Cancelled until further notice. 
 
*ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
      Third Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.

SERVICE GROUPS  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
      Meetings: Thursdays, January7 and February 4 
       Drills:  at 7:30 p.m. 
 
AMBULANCE CORP 
       Meetings: First Wednesday each month at 7:30 p.m.  
       Drills: Fourth Wednesday each month at  7:30 p.m. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
       No meetings scheduled for January and February. 
        
BERGEN HIGHLANDS ROTARY 
       Mondays, at 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at Houlihans in Ramsey. 
       No meeting on Federal Holidays and last Monday of 
       the month is a Breakfast Meeting that starts at 7:45 a.m. 
 
*SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB 
      TBD 
 
WOMAN’S CLUB 
      TBD 
 
*Meetings held via teleconference.  
Due to COVID 19, meetings could be cancelled or 
rescheduled. 
      Tuesday, September 1 - 7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall 
       Tuesday, October 6 - 7:00 p.m. at the Library 

 Municipal Court in Session, Borough Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 12 and  Tuesday, January 26 
Tuesday, February 9 and Tuesday, February 23 
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