Friday, April 24, 2020
On the weekly call with the Governor’s office today, it was reported that NJ is beginning to
see a flat curve. For the third straight day, hospital discharges exceeded admissions. This is
encouraging, as is the promise by the state and county to expand testing. Robust testing is
necessary to allow for the reopening of the state. Although there is currently no set date
when Governor Murphy might open the parks, schools’ camps, and most importantly,
businesses, it was made clear these decisions would be made in cooperation with NY and
Connecticut.
Upper Saddle River has 58 confirmed cases as of last night. I emphasize that we are still
under orders to remain home. We must remain vigilant until we can all safely reopen.
Questions have been received regarding difficulties in registering for unemployment
benefits. According to the Bergen Record, close to 20% of New Jersey's workforce has filed
for unemployment benefits in the last five weeks to cover lost income, as businesses
remain shuttered and social distancing measures to stop the coronavirus continue to be
enforced.
Between April 12 and 18, 140,139 new people submitted unemployment claims for the
first time, compared with 10,737 claims that same week in 2019, according to data released
Thursday by the state Department of Labor.
The Department of Labor created a new web portal that allows New Jersey residents to
contact the Department of Labor directly. This is a helpful tool for residents who have
questions about their applications. To submit a message, residents must go
to www.myunemployment.nj.gov and follow the instructions below:
•
•
•

On the top navigation, scroll to the right for “Need Help” and unveil the drop down
menu
Choose Send an Email
Follow the prompts

Below please see some Q and A.
Navigating Unemployment:
Q: I haven't heard anything about my claim in weeks, what do I do?
A: Unemployment applications are taking roughly three weeks to process, with some taking
longer. Those workers made eligible for unemployment through the federal stimulus
package can take even longer as unemployment staff are implementing the programs. All
claims are retroactive, so there will be no loss in benefits due to any delays.
Applicants can check the status of their filed unemployment insurance claim status online
here. However, it is better to call the NJ DOL hotline at 856-507-2340.

Department staff are working to call or email all claimants to follow up on their
applications.
Q: I made a mistake on my unemployment claim, how do I fix it?
A: The best way to fix a mistake on the application is to contact a service agent at 856-5072340. Applicants can try to update their application information online here.
Workers who believe they were wrongly classified as an independent contractor can file a
report with misclass@dol.nj.gov.
Q: My unemployment benefits are running out or were exhausted prior to the extension.
Now what do I do?
A: You are likely eligible for the extended benefits provided by Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation. However, the Department of Labor is awaiting federal
guidance on the specifics of the 13-week extension of unemployment benefits. Applicants
should apply for the extension. You may be denied, but it will hold your place in the system
until the program is up and running and provide retroactive payments. Claimants who are
eligible for extended benefits will be notified on how to claim these benefits.
Q: I’m a gig worker/freelancer/independent contractor and I have no work or I lost hours
due to the coronavirus emergency. Am I eligible for unemployment?
A: All workers should apply for regular unemployment benefits through the state.
Although, they may be denied, they are also likely eligible for federal benefits. Once
applicants receive a confirmation number, they do not need to take any further action for
their claim to be reviewed. For applicants that are not normally eligible for unemployment,
they will need to gather the last two years of your tax returns or other evidence of income
history, which will be necessary for processing your claim once the federal rules are
established.
Q: Unemployment denied my claim because I am self-employed. Now that the feds allow
me to get unemployment, how do I get them to reconsider?
A: Self-employed individuals must apply for regular unemployment benefits to be
considered for the new federal pandemic unemployment benefits. The federal benefits can
be paid retroactively for periods of unemployment, beginning on or after January 27, 2020.
Denial for the traditional unemployment program is actually the critical first step to be
eligible to apply for the federal benefits.
Federal benefits potentially provides the same amount as regular unemployment (60% of
your average weekly salary, up to a maximum of $713 per week) for up to a total of 39
weeks.
More specific information including how the self-employed and independent contractors
can file can be found here.
Q: I work for a church or non-profit that does not pay into the unemployment system, may I
get unemployment?

A: Workers are eligible for federal unemployment benefits. These workers must file
traditional unemployment claims which will be denied. Employees of certain nonprofits,
like churches and other religious institutions, normally don’t qualify for benefits because
their employers don’t pay into the unemployment system. After they are denied their
applications will be reviewed for the federal benefits, which provides them with 26 weeks
of unemployment for 26 weeks and an additional 13 weeks provided by the federal
stimulus package, if needed. Recipients will also receive $600 supplemental weekly federal
benefit through July.
Q: Can a laid-off employee who makes more with unemployment (with the $600) than
returning to work decline to come back to work?
A: They will lose their unemployment benefits if they choose not to work. NJDOL will be
following up with employers and employers can report such workers to the Department.
Q: I have been laid off from my part time job but still have a full time job. Can I get
unemployment for the layoff?
A: No. If you are still working 40 hours per week, you would not be eligible for
unemployment. Federal benefits may be an option if unemployment is denied.
Q: Any difference in being laid off and being furloughed when determining eligibility for
unemployment benefits?
A: No. The status doesn't change for unemployment purposes.
Q: I don’t have enough work history to qualify for benefits or I was just laid off from a new
job – will I qualify for unemployment?
A: You are likely eligible under federal benefits. These benefits can be paid retroactively for
periods of unemployment, beginning on or after January 27, 2020. Apply for
unemployment and after denial, apply for federal benefits.
Q: Are unemployment benefits taxable?
A: Yes. Unemployment and the extra federal benefits are considered taxable income.
Q: I was denied but I disagree with the outcome, can I appeal?
A: Yes. You can file an appeal online at https://myunemployment.nj.gov/appeals/claimant/
A full list of the unemployment programs available for workers affected by the COVID-19
pandemic and additional FAQs can be found at https://www.nj.gov/labor/.
A useful link for Small Business Coronavirus Relief Options: https://www.sba.gov/fundingprograms/loans/coronavirus-relief-options
Best regards,
Joanne L. Minichetti,
Mayor - Upper Saddle River

