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Dear Neighbors,  
  Thank You to Our Volunteers:  As I am sworn in for a third term, 
after having served on the council since 2007, I am convinced that 
our beautiful town is one of the best in which to live and raise a 
family in Bergen County.  We are blessed to have amazing volunteers, 
who through ingenuity and hard work, make this not just a place 
to live, but a true community.  Thank you to all of our emergency 
responders, CERT members, our board members and commissioners, 
coaches, civic and community organizations, school volunteers, scout 
leaders, historic society members, and everyone else who pitches 
in to help make a difference.  As a long-time volunteer, please know 
that I value each and every one of you. I consider myself truly 
fortunate, not only to lead and represent our town, but to work side 
by side with our outstanding community volunteers.  
  Round Three of NJ Mandated Affordable Housing:  The 
Governing Body has been working diligently to reach a final 
resolution of NJ’s mandated affordable housing obligation.  The 
demands being placed on towns by the courts and Fair Share Housing 
are completely unrealistic.  Unfortunately, they are also unavoidable.  
Without a settlement, towns are unprotected from ‘builder’s remedy’ 
lawsuits – opening them to unlimited development.  Some towns have 
settled for huge housing obligations numbering in hundreds of units, 
including neighboring towns such as Montvale, Old Tappan and 
Mahwah, to obtain immunity.   
  The Borough has agreed to affordable units behind Porcelanosa 
and on East Crescent, along with 22 units on the One Lake Street 
site.  During negotiations, these units have proven extremely helpful 
in working towards a final settlement.   
  Each municipality has been given a choice of settling or going 
to trial.  The two towns that have chosen to litigate as of date have 
received very unfavorable outcomes.  Park Ridge and Englewood 
Cliffs are currently in court.  The judge recently revoked Englewood 
Cliffs’ temporary immunity from builder’s lawsuits.  Upper Saddle 
River has been assigned the same judge as Englewood Cliffs and has 
been covered by temporary immunity extended by the judge while 
we work out a settlement agreement with Fair Share Housing.    
  Only thirty towns in the state, with ten towns being in Bergen 
County, do not have their Round Three obligation settled at this time.  
Upper Saddle River is one of the last municipalities to settle.  We 
have been engaged in extensive and prolonged negotiations with the 
court-appointed Special Master and Fair Share Housing with the goal 
being to achieve a rational and reasonable outcome.  Doing so earns 
the Borough immunity from builder’s remedy lawsuits for a ten-year 

period called Round Three, years 2015 through 2025.  Every ten 
years, there is an entirely new round with a new obligation.    
  It is essential that we protect our town from unlimited develop-
ment.  It is evident that going to trial will lead to a higher number of 
units with locations, numbers and designs that would be out of our 
control.  It is in the best interests of the community that we have 
oversight.   After four years of working on this, with mandates to 
comply with legal requirements, a settlement is close to being 
reached. The sole purpose of settling is to protect our quality of life 
and our town’s unique character.    
  On December 13, 2019, the Court directed the Borough to advise 
by January 6, 2020 as to whether the case will be settled.  Without a 
settlement, the case will likely move to trial.  The settlement, if 
achieved, will be available on our website, www.usrtoday.org, and a 
public hearing will take place at a future Planning Board meeting, 
which will be well publicized.  The settlement will be heard by a 
judge as well and the public is able to attend the hearing.     
  NY/NJ Border:  The Borough is continuing to monitor 
Architectural Review Board meetings in both Ramapo and the 
Village of Airmont for proposed development along our border. The 
Architectural Review Board is a committee that reviews applications 
for completion, but does not vote on them, prior to the application 
moving to the Planning Board.   Currently there is nothing on either 
board’s agenda regarding these projects.  Our Borough engineers are 
concluding both impact and traffic as well as storm water and 
drainage studies in the area.   
  Road Resurfacing and Grant Monies:  The Governing Body is 
pleased to announce the award of $422,000.00 in grant monies for 
the resurfacing of Ware and Old Stone Church Road.  Old Stone 
Church was partially resurfaced in one area due to its poor condition 
this fall, but the road will be resurfaced in its entirety in the spring.  
Hidden Glen Road will also be resurfaced with a grant of 
$205,000.00. These projects will be completed, along with the Lake 
Road Bridge replacement, with a $500,000.00 grant, in the warmer 
weather.  These roads will be in addition to our annual municipal 
resurfacing.  The grant monies will help us to resurface more 
roadways than otherwise would be possible.  We continue to pursue 
grant opportunities whenever possible.  
  Thank you for your continued support and best wishes for a happy 
and healthy new year,   
 
Joanne L. Minichetti - Mayor of Upper Saddle River 
jminichetti@usrtoday.org      201.400.3495 
 

Mayor Joanne L. Minichetti

A Message from 
Mayor Joanne Minichetti



Adult Walk-In Health Clinic  
Thursday, January 23, 2020 and Thursday,February 27, 2020 from 
noon-1pm at Borough Hall.  

 2020 DOG/CAT LICENSE APPLICATION 
Borough of Upper Saddle River, 376 W. Saddle River Road, Upper Saddle River, NJ 07458 

Owner’s Name_______________________________________________________Date_________________ 
Address_____________________________________________________ Tel #_________________________ 
Dog or CAT:                             Dog or CAT: 
Name___________________ Sex_______________       Name_____________________  Sex______________ 
Color_______________ Hair (long/short)_______       Color______________ Hair (long/short)_________ 
Breed_____________________ DOB____________       Breed__________________    DOB_______________ 
License Fee Dogs $15.00         License fee cats $5.00. 
Non-neutered Dog   Additional $3.00       Non-neutered Cat   Additional $3.00. 
There is a $5.00 late fee for licenses obtained after February 14, 2020.   
Proof of rabies vaccination and proof of neutering/spaying is required for all dogs/cats. 
Checks or exact change would be appreciated. Please enclose a self-addressed envelope and all necessary papers if mailing. 

Dog/Cat Licenses Due January 2020  
  Upper Saddle River dogs and cats are due for their annual licenses.  The 
new 2020 certificates and tags will be available at the Borough Hall start-
ing January 2020.  Licenses are required for all dogs and cats that have 
had rabies shots.  Proof of rabies immunization, which must be valid 
through the 10th month of the licensing year as required by the State of 
NJ, and proof of neutering/spaying (if applicable) are also required. USR 
basic licensing fee for dogs is $15 and for cats $5.  There is an additional 
charge of $3 for a non-neutered/spayed dog or cat.  This fee is established 
by the State to help control the stray animal population.  There is a $5 late 
fee for dogs and cats registered after February 14, 2020. Please enclose a 
self addressed stamped envelope and all necessary papers if mailing. 

News from USR Police Department  
 The Upper Saddle River Police Department offers various safety programs to the community.  These programs include but are not limited to Dare, 
Traffic Safety and Drug Presentations, Crime Prevention Awareness, Stanger Danger, Child Seat Installations, and Senior Citizen/Special Needs 
Registry.  We also offer information on topics such Severe Weather Preparedness, Winter Driving tips, Consumer Fraud issues and even Firearms 
Safety in the home.  Below are a few general home safety tips for those that own firearms:  
 1. As a firearms owner, you are responsible for knowing how to properly handle your firearms and how to secure your firearms in a safe manner 
in your home.   
 2. Firearm responsibility in the home begins and ends with weapons that are safely and securely stored. 
 3. Make sure that firearms are securely stored in a location inaccessible to children and other unauthorized persons. 
 4. Make sure that sporting firearms are unloaded before they are brought into the home and never loaded while in the home. 
 5. When firearms are removed from storage check to confirm that they are unloaded. Firearms should be manually and visually inspected to 
confirm they are free of ammunition.  
 6. Ensure that ammunition is stored under lock and key, separately from firearms 
 7. The owner’s manual that came with the firearm must be read and understood. 
 8. Use a firearm-locking device in conjunction with a safe when storing your weapons.  Free locking devices are available at the Police Department.  
These locks were provided through the Project Child Safe Program.  
 For those that do not own a firearm or someone that may find a firearm the best practice is not touch it.  Contact the police department immediately 
for assistance.     
 Please note that it is a disorderly person’s offense to leave firearm accessible to a minor.  Under NJSA 2C:58-15 a person who knows or reasonably 
should know that a minor is likely to gain access to a loaded firearm at a premises under the person's control commits a disorderly persons offense 
if a minor gains access to the firearm, unless the person: 
 (1) Stores the firearm in a securely locked box or container; 
 (2) Stores the firearm in a location which a reasonable person would believe to be secure; or 
 (3) Secures the firearm with a trigger lock.  
 For more information on firearms safety, please contact the Upper Saddle River Police Department and speak with one of our Certified Firearms 
Instructors. For questions related to firearm identification cards or pistol purchase permits please contact Detective Tara Kilduff.   You may also find 
the following links helpful:    
https://www.njsp.org/firearms/        http://www3.nssf.org/share/PDF/safety/FRITH.pdf        https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/gun-safety.html 

1st Quarter Taxes Due February 1, 2020  
The Tax Office wishes to remind residents that the first quarter 2020 taxes are due on or before February 1, 2020.  Upper Saddle River 
offers a ten-day grace period.  If taxes are not paid by February 10th,  State law requires that interest is then due from February 1st to the 
date they are paid.  Check or money orders only, no cash will be accepted. 

Christmas Tree Pickup  
 Christmas Tree pickup will start Friday, January 3 and conclude 
Friday, January 31.  
 Bundled brush pick up will resume on  April Fools Day and run 
through Halloween.



 USR WASTE COLLECTIONS - January/February 2020  
Garbage: 

January Every Monday & Thursday 
February Every Monday & Thursday 

NOTE: garbage pickup for Thurs., Jan. 2, 2020 has been  RE-SCHEDULED for Fri., Jan. 3, 2020  

Recycling: 
January West Side East Side  

Tuesdays, January 7 and 21 Tuesdays, January 14 and 28  
February West Side East Side 

Tuesdays, February 4 and 18 Tuesdays, February 11 and 25 
                        NOTE: Must call by 10am the NEXT DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles. 

           
Curbside White Goods: 

January  Thursday, Jan. 9 
February   Thursday, Feb. 6October  Thursday, Oct 6  

Curbside Bulky Trash:    Friday, March 20, 2020

Call 201-327-2196 x221 to schedule appointment 
for the appliance at LEAST three days prior to the 
pickup date.

NOTE: Must call by 10 a.m. the NEXT 
DAY to report missed Trash/Recycles.

Upper Saddle River Woman’s Club  
  The Woman’s Club had a busy fall which included our 3rd Annual Town Wide Garage Sale, 
participation in Oktoberfest, a NYC Harbor Cruise as well as a trip to Washington’s Headquarters 
in Morristown along with a walking challenge for members. Volunteers also helped out at the 
Community Thrift Shop in Midland Park, as well as participated in the New Jersey State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs’ Day of Service.  The Woman’s Club requested donations during the holiday 
season to CYACYL.com (Change Your Attitude, Change Your Life).  Members of the club and 
USR residents donated $60 per family which in turn helped to feed a chef prepared turkey or ham 
meal for 8 to 10 people.  Thank you so much to both members and town residents for joining us in 
our effort to feed families in need.  Members of the club capped off the end of the year with a 
holiday party which took place at the Upper Montclair Country Club in early December.  All 
enjoyed a festive evening which included socializing, dancing and a delicious dinner.  
  Please consider joining us!  We are an active 501(c)3 club, and we welcome new members at 
any time.  Contact Nona Maher for information.  201-934-9562.   

WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS  
 A few important winter 
weather reminders:   During 
snow and ice events, garbage 
and recycling need to be 
placed curbside. Trucks can't 
get in and out of driveways. 
To ensure pickup, place tightly sealed contain-
ers at the curb. 
 
  By ordinance, overnight parking is not 
allowed on any municipal street. Vehicles 
parked overnight will receive a summons.  If 
special circumstances are involved, please call 
the Police Department.  Keeping the roadways 
clear becomes even more important during 
winter months, as roadways are being salted 
and plowed.  Cars parked overnight in the 
roadway will be towed.  
 
  Please don’t forget to plow a 3 foot clearing 
around any fire hydrant near your residence.  
It is the responsibility of the homeowner to 
keep these clear of snow and ice.  Tickets will 
be issued.  The USR Volunteer Fire Department 
has installed tall markers so the hydrants can be 
located more easily.  

Upper Saddle River School District 

REYNOLDS SCHOOL 
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION  

  Parents of Kindergarten age children (having 
attained the age of 5 years on or before October 
1) are invited to attend a Kindergarten Orienta-
tion Program. The meeting will be held in 
the Travers Multipurpose Room on Thursday, 
January 9, 2020 from 7:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. 
Registration procedures, a typical day in 
Kindergarten, & curriculum will be discussed.  
  If you would like to attend, please RSVP to 
Mrs. Finn, Reynolds School Secretary at (201) 
961-6300 or email cfinn@usrschoolsk8.com 
by Friday, January 3, 2020 

 Household Hazardous Waste 
  There will be a Household Hazardous Waste Collection on Saturday, March 7, 2020 at Bergen 
County Utilities Authority, Foot of Empire Blvd., Moonachie, NJ.  The collection hours are 
9am-3pm, rain or shine.  Free of charge for Bergen County residents, ID required. Visit 
www.bcua.org for additional information. 

 USR 5K RUN LARGEST IN HISTORY  
  This past Thanksgiving, the 21st annual Upper Saddle River 5K Run, formerly the Dick Meighan 
Memorial 5K Run was held with the largest number of runners in history, 2362  registered runners. 
We wish to thank the USR Police Department and the USR DPW for their professional and 
effective handling of the  Run.  We also express our sincere appreciation for all the many, many 
volunteers for once again, coming  forward to support the Run.   In particular, we wish to thank 
the following organizations, who contributed so much to the success of the Run: USR Fire Dept, 
USR Ambulance Corps, SRV Junior Woman’s Club, Woman’s Club of Upper Saddle River, USR 
Educational Foundation, USR Girl Scouts, and  USR Scout Troop 133. We also thank the many 
organizations and companies for their financial support. Naturally, our biggest THANK YOU goes 
to the many, many runners who continue year after year to come out on Thanksgiving to support 
and enjoy a  wonderful community event.  2020 will be the 22nd running of the Upper Saddle 
River 5K  Run and we looking forward to another successful and enjoyable happening for our town 
and our community.   
USR 5K Run Committee, USR Recreation Commission, Bergen Highlands Rotary Club

New at the USR Library  
  Three new museums have been added to the 
FREE museum pass program! Beginning in 
January, you may reserve passes online. 
Find info at www.uppersaddleriverlibrary.org. 
Sponsored by the Friends of the Library.  
  Join the USR Winter Reading Challenge! 
Readers from PreK to adults are invited to 
participate by logging their reading from 
January 13th – February 24th. Incentives and 
raffle prizes will be in store. Sign up online at 
 usrlibrary.beanstack.org.           
  New! Adult afternoon programs: Backstories 
to the “Lore of Upper Saddle River” on Thurs-
day, Jan 30th @ 1 pm. Afternoon Movies @ 1 
pm on Jan. 9th, 23rd, Feb. 6th, 20th. Find all the 
Adult evening programs on our website: 
www.uppersaddleriverlibrary.org. 

Newly Released Lore of Upper Saddle River  
 The newly revised edition of The Lore of Upper Saddle River is now available at $35 per copy.  
It's been 25 years since the original Lore of Upper Saddle River was published.  A lot has happened 
since then.  New stories and photos have been discovered and the printing industry has changed, 
allowing the use of color throughout the book.  Photos of people, objects and ephemera bring you 
back to times past and make history come alive.    
 Reserve a copy with a check made to the USR Historical, 245 Lake Street, Upper Saddle River, 
NJ 07458. Order forms are available at www.usrhistoricalsociety.org.  Books can be mailed if out 
of town.  The books made great gifts as well.  



Coming up in January/February 2020
BOROUGH BOARDS  
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
      Thursday, January 2 
    Thursday, February 6 
              6:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 
              8:00 p.m. Regular Meeting   
PLANNING BOARD 
      Wednesday, January 8 and Thursday, January 23 
       Thursday, February 27 
              7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall 
 
SHADE TREE 
      Wednesdays, January 15 and February 19 
       7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall   
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
      Wednesday, January 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library 
    Wednesday, February 19 at 6:30 p.m. at the Library    
BOARD OF HEALTH 
    Monday, January 20 - 7:30 p.m. at Borough Hall    
ADULT WALK-IN CLINIC 
      Thursday, January 23 and Thursday, February 27 
              12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Borough Hall 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
      Thursday, January 16 and Thursday, February 20 
              7:00 p.m. at Borough Hall

SERVICE GROUPS  
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
      Meetings: Thursdays, January 2 and February 6 
       Maintenance: January 10 and February 14 
       Drills: January 15, 21  and February 19 and 25 
                   at 7:30 p.m. 
 
AMBULANCE CORP 
       Meetings: First Wednesday each month at 7:30 p.m.  
       Drills: Fourth Wednesday each month at  7:30 p.m. 
 
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
       Mondays, January 6 and February 3 
       11:30 a.m. in the Solarium of the USR Library 
        
BERGEN HIGHLANDS ROTARY 
       Mondays, at 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. at Houlihans in Ramsey. 
       No meeting on Federal Holidays and last Monday of 
       the month is a Breakfast Meeting that starts at 7:45 a.m. 
 
SADDLE RIVER VALLEY LIONS CLUB 
      Tuesdays, January 7 and 21 at 7:00 p.m. 
       Tuesdays, February 4 and 18 at 6:30 p.m. 
              At Ramsey Golf and Country Club 
 
WOMAN’S CLUB 
      Monday, January 6 - 10:00 a.m. at the Library 
       Monday, February 3 - 10:00 a.m. at the Library 

 

 Municipal Court in Session, Borough Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, January 14 and  Tuesday, January 28 
Tuesday, February 11 and Tuesday, February 25 
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