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1. The Borough of Upper Saddle River is located in northwest Bergen 
 County.  As of the 2010 census, the population of the Borough was 
 8,208, with a total of 2,800 housing units. 

 
2. Since the inception of the Mount Laurel doctrine, the Borough has acted 
 responsibly in addressing its constitutional obligation to provide its fair 

 share of the region’s need for low and moderate income housing.  The 
 Borough received a Judgment of Compliance and Repose from the 
 Superior Court for Round One and substantive certification from the 

 Council On Affordable Housing for Round Two. 
 

3. The Borough has provided, through construction, and several Regional 
 Contribution Agreements, some 90 affordable housing units for the First 
 and Second Rounds. 

 
 
4. For the Third Round, the Borough has approved, or has on the drawing 

 board, another 117 affordable units (22 at One Lake Street, 25 offsite 
 Crescent, and 70 Porcelanosa).  The aggregate number of affordable units 
 that the Borough has constructed or approved exceeds 200 units – this 

 in a community with only 2,800 homes.  
 
5. Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”) has recently determined that the 

 Borough has an affordable housing obligation of 827 units. 
 
6. The absurdity of this conclusion is demonstrated by the fact that to 

 comply with this requirement, in excess of 4,000 dwelling units would 
 have to be constructed, based on an 80% market, 20% affordable ratio. 
 

7. So, under FSHC’s approach, a town which currently has only 2,800 
 residential dwellings would have to build over 4,000 new residential 
 units to comply with FSHC’s ridiculous, and yes, stupid analysis. 

 
8. To the best of my knowledge, no representative of FSHC has ever set foot 
 in the Borough. 

 
9. Upper Saddle River is not alone.  From my conversations with Mayors 
 and officials in other communities, nearly all have been required to 

 challenge and fight inflated, outrageous and ridiculous affordable 
 housing obligations advocated by FSHC. 
 



10.  Last year, a three judge panel of the Appellate Division ruled that judges 
have power to approve or reject development plans, but the underlying 

affordable housing formula is not for the courts, it is for the Legislature and 
Governor.  
 

It is long past the time for the Legislature to act and block FSHC from their 
objective of  destroying suburban communities and causing more commercial 
entities and residents to leave the state.  A state of inaction has gone on for too 

long.  In August of 2016, as President of the NW Bergen Mayors’ Association, I 
penned a letter to the governor, assembly and senate signed by all 12 mayors, 
begging for help and support of pending bills to eliminate the Gap requirement.  

I’ve encouraged my residents to contact our legislators and request action.  We 
ask for a sensible solution to providing affordable housing without bankrupting 
NJ taxpayers.  So far, only attorneys, planners and developers have benefited 

from the uncertainty on this issue.   If the tax dollars NJ municipalities are 
spending on mandated action plans, court appointed masters, as well as 

necessary studies and professionals, could be actually used to build housing, 
repair roads or pay into the pension system, NJ might not be in the sorry 
financial shape it is today.    

 
11.  The legislature and Governor have shirked their duty on this issue for far 
too long, leaving municipalities at the mercy of the courts and greedy 

developers.  I encourage them to take immediate action to actually help those 
in need of housing without destroying our suburban towns.   


