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A Message from the Mayor and 
Council 
 The Municipal Budget: The Finance 

 Committee has been working on the 2013 

municipal budget for months. The budget was 

introduced at the April 4th Regular Mayor 

and Council Meeting with a public hearing 

scheduled for Thursday, May 2, 2013 at 8:00 

p.m. at Borough Hall.  Residents are        

encouraged to attend. 

     Flat state aid, declining revenues and  

falling assessed values continue to present 

challenges.  Pension and health benefit costs 

continue to rise.  In addition, the  severe 

storms that have hit the Northeast over the 

last two years were costly and unanticipated.  

Monies were approved and are due from FE-

MA but are coming in slowly; in fact, some 

monies have not yet been received from Hur-

ricane Irene. 

     Fortunately, additional savings due to 

expanded employee contributions towards 

health benefits and pension costs will help to 

keep taxes fairly stable. The borough’s    

mandatory contribution to the library, which 

is based on equalized evaluations and       

dictated by the state, was reduced again this 

year to $939,111.00 from $969,918.00 in 

2012.   

      The 2013 municipal budget will result in 

a 1.8% increase or an annual increase of 

$46.49 per average household of 

$755,000.00.  This represents the municipal 

portion of each homeowner’s tax bill only.  

Of each household’s total tax assessment, just 

17% goes to the Borough, 13% goes to the 

County of Bergen and the remainder, 70%, 

goes to the Board of Education both locally 

and to Northern Highlands.   

     The majority of operating expenses will 

again either be cut or held flat in 2013 and 

staffing held low. The average annual      

municipal budget increase has been just 1.3 

percent in the last five years with no increase 

at all in 2012.  Upper Saddle River’s        

municipal tax assessment remains the lowest 

of most surrounding towns in Bergen County.  

      Care has been taken to ascertain that the 

Borough remains in a strong financial      

position with sufficient surplus and a       

conservative debt ratio.  Our collections   

remain  strong  and  the  Borough’s  Triple  A  

rating ensures optimal interest rates.  

 New Website:  The Borough is pleased  

to announce that a new municipal website, 

www.uppersaddleriver-nj.gov will soon be 

launched.  The new website will offer a great 

deal of information and users should find it 

much easier to navigate than our former site.  

Many thanks to the community volunteers 

who helped with content and design: Justin 

Gianninoto, Kate Morgan Jackson, Joyce 

Greenberg, Smadar Berlingeri, Sheryl Roma-

no and Sharon Reissman.  Borough staff 

members are being trained to update the new 

site so information will remain current.  Resi-

dents will find it easy to sign up for  

SwiftReach 9-1-1, the Borough’s Facebook 

page and Twitter via the new site.  There is a 

live newsfeed on the homepage, links to  

community  organizations and a community 

calendar listing USR events.  The new site 

utilizes a responsive design so it can easily be 

navigated from a tablet, smartphone or laptop.  

Suggestions can be sent via a contact form.  

We will be happy to add information going 

forward as well.   

 Memorial Day: Our annual Memorial 

 Day parade and ceremony will take place on 

Monday, May 27th.  Parade participants 

should line up on Ripplewood Drive at 11:15 

a.m.  The parade will conclude in front of 

Borough Hall where there will be a tribute 

honoring our armed forces.  After the       

ceremony everyone is invited to the USR 

Firehouse for hotdogs and cold drinks.  Each 

year at the Memorial Day ceremony, floral 

tributes honoring those who serve or have 

served our country, are presented by           

organization representatives. Please call   

Borough Clerk Rose Vido 201-934-3963 to 

let us know if your organization will be   

making a presentation at this event. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Joanne L. Minichetti, Mayor 

 jlminichett@aol.com  
Roger DeBerardine, Council President  

rogerdeberardine@msn.com  

Steven DiMartino, dimart@optonline.net  

Jon Ditkoff, jondit@optonline.net  

Vincent Durante, vmdurante@gmail.com  

Joanne Florio, drjflorio@optonline.net and 

Thomas Hafner, tom3333@optonline.net   

2nd Quarter Taxes Due May 1  
     The Tax Office wishes to remind      

residents that the second quarter 2013 taxes 

are due on or before May 1st.  Upper Saddle 

River offers a ten-day grace period.  If real 

estate taxes are not paid by May 10th, State 

law requires that interest is then due from 

May 1st to the date they are paid.  

Voter Registration  
     May 14, 2013 is the last day to register 

to vote in the June 4, 2013 Primary Elec-

tion.   Registration  forms  are  currently 

available at the Borough Hall weekdays 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  On May 14, 

from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., registration 

forms may be picked-up and completed at 

the Upper Saddle River Police Department.  

Call Borough Clerk Rose Vido (201) 934-

3963 if you have any questions. 

 

Note the following polling places: 

District  1  &  2  -  Cavallini  School            

  gymnasium. 

District 3 - Borough Hall 

District 4 & 5-Upper Saddle River Public 

  Library (Powers Room) 

DPW Brush Pickup 
     Residential brush is now being picked 

up every other week through October.  In 

order to allow for these frequent pickups 

by the DPW, the branches must be untied 

and placed in neat manageable piles with 

branches no longer than in 5’ length and 4” 

in diameter. Please have these piles at the 

curb, as the DPW men will not go up 

driveways.  Any  questions about this pick-

up, please e-mail dpwf@usrtoday.org.  

Tree stumps and logs cannot be picked up. 

http://www.uppersaddleriver-nj.gov


A Note from Chief Rotella 
     I would like to take this opportunity to 

ask residents to remember all the law   

enforcement officers whose lives were lost 

in the line of duty.   

     During the month of May, past and 

present officers from the Upper Saddle 

River Police Department will join other 

law enforcement officials across the  

Country during National Police Week in 

honoring those who have given the       

ultimate sacrifice – their lives – to keep 

their communities safe.  This year,       

National Police Week is scheduled to be 

held Sunday, May 12th through Saturday, 

May 18th.  The history behind Police Week 

originates back to 1962, when President 

John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation 

designating May 15th as Peace Officers 

Memorial Day and the week in which that 

date falls as Police Week.   Each year, tens 

of thousands of law enforcement officers 

from around the world converge on   

Washington, DC to participate in a number 

of planned events that honor those who 

have paid the ultimate sacrifice. 

      On average, one law enforcement    

officer is killed in the line of duty,     

somewhere in the United States, every 57 

hours.  Since the first known line-of-duty 

death in 1791, more than 19,000 U.S. law 

enforcement officers have made the     

ultimate sacrifice.  In 2012 there were 120 

law enforcement officers killed in the line 

of duty.  Two of these officers were from 

New Jersey.  The above 2012 statistics, as 

well as those from previous years, can be 

found on the Officer Down Memorial page 

http://www.odmp.org/. 

      For more information related to      

National Police Week and the National 

Law Enforcement Memorial, please visit 

http://www.policeweek.org/. 

      As always, my staff and I thank you 

for your continued support in our efforts to 

keep you and your families safe. 

Garbage and Recycling 
     Garbage will be collected on Mondays 

and Thursdays for the months of May and 

June, except for Monday, May 27
th

        

Memorial Day, which will be collected the 

following Thursday. 

     Recycling will be collected every other 

Tuesday, beginning with the west side on  

Tuesday, May 7th - see chart on           

www.USRToday.org for exact days. Please 

do not use dark plastic bags. 

      White Goods/Appliances will be       

collected on Thursdays, May 2nd and June 6th 

– call 201-327-2196 x 221 to schedule an 

appointment for this collection. 

     Bulky Trash will be collected June 7th. 

Household Hazardous Waste  
     Bergen County Utilities Authority will 

hold a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) 

collection on Saturday, May 18th at Bergen 

County Campgaw Mountain Reservation, 200 

Campgaw Road., Mahwah.  The next       

collection will take place on Sunday,         

June 23rd at Bergen Community College,    

400 Paramus Road, Paramus.  These         

collections will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. rain or shine.  This is free of charge 

for Bergen County  residents, identification is 

required. 

Electronics and Textile Recycling 
     The Borough accepts Electronics Waste   

(E-Waste) and Textiles for recycling on    

Saturdays between the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 

12:00 noon at the Recycling Depot behind 

the Borough Hall in the bright green sheds.  

Acceptable items include TVs, computers, 

printer/fax machines, stereo/radio       

equipment and VCRs.  Items not accepted 

include white goods (appliances) kitchen/

bathroom appliances, plumbing/heating  

appliances or A/C units.  A monitor will be 

on duty providing assistance. 

     The textile collection is for worn     

textiles and clothing items that are not  

suitable for charitable donations, and might 

otherwise end up in our landfills.  For a 

complete list of suitable items and to sign 

the electronic Make It Count Pledge, visit 

www.usrtoday.org and click on the recycle 

link. 

USR Republican Club 
     The Upper Saddle River Republican 

Club will be meeting at the USR Library 

on Tuesday, May 21, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. 

downstairs in the Powers Room.  All      

are welcome to join us, meet candidates 

and participate in lively political           

discussion.  For more information contact 

Joanne Florio at 201-327-1080 or      

drjflorio@optonline.net. 

Saddle River Valley Fellowship 
     We are happy to let all seniors know 

that we have a wonderful time being   

members of the club.  We welcomed one 

new member. 

     We had a busy two months.  In        

February we had our pizza party and in 

March we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day at 

Spring Lake.  Everyone enjoyed the food 

and  music.  Also in March, one of our       

members treated us to a great exercise    

program. 

     With the entrance of April, we had a 

tremendous show “To Be Perfectly Frank” 

produced by Joe Gilligan, Donnie Farraro 

and Mike Dellutrie.  It was a great musical 

treat for all of us.  We will be going to Mt. 

Airy in Pennsylvania for a day of fun. 

     The month of May will be exciting; we 

have our annual Silent Action and our  

motivational speaker. 

    Our club will be represented in the    

Memorial Day Parade.  We look forward 

to this community event. 

     Our meetings come to an end in June 

with a luncheon at Ramsey Country Club.  

Please think about joining us.  We have a 

terrific support group and enjoy our time 

together.  Our meetings are the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of the month at 11:00 a.m. at 

Bergen Highlands Methodist Church. 

Perennial Sale 
     The Garden Committee of the Upper   

Saddle River Historical Society will hold its 

annual plant sale behind the Museum Barn 

on May 18, 2013 from 10:00 a.m. until sold 

out.  There will be a selection of perennials, 

ferns and heritage plants all from the Muse-

um gardens and donated from local gardens. 

Proceeds go directly to maintain Lizzie's 

Gardens.  Volunteers meet every Tuesday 

from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  New           

volunteers are always welcome. 

Lions Club Carnival Begins  

Memorial Day 
     The annual Saddle River Valley Lions 

Club Carnival will open Memorial Day, 

Monday, May 27th for six nights of fun, 

food, rides and games for the entire family.  

This is a major fundraising event for the 

Lions, who over the past 55 years have 

contributed $1,995,004.00 to various char-

ities and volunteer community       organi-

zations. 

     The Carnival will run Memorial Day 

through Saturday and will open every 

night from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  Wrist 

bands will be sold nightly- all rides, all 

night for only $25.00 per person.          

Individual tickets will also be available.  

On the last night, Saturday June 1st, the 

Carnival will close after the drawing for 

the winner of this year’s Lions Car Raffle 

at 10:00 p.m. 

     Car Raffle tickets are $10.00 each and 

are available from Lions Club members, at 

various businesses throughout Saddle Riv-

er Valley, Borough Hall and the      Carni-

val.  This year’s raffle winner will drive 

away in a 2014 Ingot Silver Ford Mustang 

V6 Premium Coupe valued at $28,435.00. 

     For more information on the Carnival, 

Car Raffle and the Saddle River Valley 

Lions Club, please visit us at 

www.srvlions.org. 

http://www.odmp.org/
http://www.policeweek.org/
http://www.usrtoday.org
mailto:drjflorio@optonline.net


Spring Tennis Clinics Registration 
     Registration for the spring tennis clinics 

will take place at Borough Hall 9:00 a.m. – 

4:00 p.m., Mondays - Fridays.  The second 

session will also be held on Mondays or 

Wednesdays starting the week of May 6th.  

During the second session an adult group will 

take place at 7:00 p.m.  The cost for the    

entire 5-week session is $95.00.  For more      

information please call the Recreation    

Commission at 201-327-3634 or email 

USRRecreation@aol.com. Visit our website 

to download an application – 

www.usrtoday.org. 

Strawberry Festival 
      For the past 55 years Bergen      

Highlands United Methodist Church in 

Upper Saddle River has held a        

Strawberry Festival as a fundraiser to 

support the missions and ministries of 

the church, including our youth         

programs and our outreach to Paterson.  

This year, our 56th anniversary, we will 

continue to handpick local strawberries 

and serve them fresh over homemade ice 

cream and pound cake.  While the   

strawberries will always be our main 

attraction, the Festival has grown over 

the years into an event for the             

surrounding communities to enjoy.  This 

year we’ll have a wide selection of    

vendors, a Silent Auction, grilled      

hamburgers and hot dogs from 1:00 p.m. 

until 7:00 p.m., crafts for the kids, and 

entertainment from the Applause       

Performing Arts Center.  And of course 

the dining room will be open with   

strawberry shortcake and old-time piano 

accompaniment for your listening    

pleasure. 

     The event is on Saturday, June 8th 

from 1-7pm (rain or shine) at Bergen 

Highlands UMC, 318 W. Saddle River 

Road.  Tickets are available at the door 

or pre-purchased for a discount by call-

ing   Bergen Highlands United Method-

ist Church at 201-327-3960. Come and 

enjoy a fun filled day! 

7th Annual Art Exhibit & Reception 
     The 7th annual Art Exhibit for USR adults 

and students takes place at the USR Library 

in May. The public is invited to join us on 

Sunday, May 5th from 2:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m. 

for the opening reception and to meet the 

wonderful artists living in our community. 

The Friends of the Library will provide a 

reception with refreshments and Latin music 

by the Richard Reiter Band. 

10th Annual USR Youth Triathlon 
     On Saturday, June 8th, the Upper Saddle 

River Recreation Commission will hold its 

10th Annual Upper Saddle River Youth   

Triathlon. This triathlon is open to all      

children ages 8-14 

     Raffles, food and prizes will be set up in 

Lions Park at the finish line.  For more     

information, visit our  website at 

www.USRtoday.org/triathlon  or contact 

Marshall Grupp, Mgrupp@soundlounge.com 

or Recreation Director Ed Gartner at         

201-327-3634 (USRRecreation@aol.com)   

     Join us on Facebook at USR YOUTH 

TRIATHLON for up-to-date information. 

Tennis Permits Available for 2013 
     Tennis permits for the use of the USR 

tennis courts, located on West Saddle River 

Road in front of Reynolds School, will be 

available at Borough Hall or at the Tennis 

Courts.  A family membership is $40.00 and 

an individual membership is $25.00.  All 

residents must have a permit and display it 

on the new sign up board located at the en-

trance of the courts.  For more information, 

please call the Recreation Department at 201

-327-3634 or USRRecreation@aol.com. For 

information about all Recreation programs 

visit www.USRtoday.org. 

Trees Removed At The Museum 
     After much discussion and analysis, the 

Borough, the DPW and the Historical    

Society decided that the two remaining 

Norway spruce trees in front of the Hopper

-Goetschius House posed a danger and 

they were taken down on March 4, 2013.  

These magnificent trees were well over 

100 years old, and were nearing the end of 

their life span. 

     We lost another Norway spruce of the 

same vintage in Hurricane Sandy.           

Fortunately it fell away from the house.  If 

it had fallen the other way its great weight, 

which our tree service estimated at 10 tons, 

would have caused severe damage to the 

house. It was apparent from looking at the 

trunk where it snapped off that the tree had 

been weakened extensively by interior rot.  

This was the fourth in the group            

surrounding the house that has succumbed 

to high winds in recent years.  

     The DPW had a tree service inspect the 

trees and their report said that the trees 

could last another 3-5 years before        

developing real problems.  When the    

remaining two trees were taken down, we 

found that they could well have lasted 3 

years more, but there was clear evidence 

that both had begun to rot.  It was          

inevitable that these trees had to be       

removed and we decided to err on the side 

of caution and take them down now. 

     We can replace the trees, and we will, 

but we can’t replace the house.  

CareerWorks Catalyst Job Club 
     The CareerWorks Catalyst Job Club 

meets on the first and third Sunday of eve-

ry month from 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at 

Bergen Highlands United Methodist 

Church.  This club is open to the public.  

Everyone is welcome regardless of reli-

gious affiliation.  The organizers like to 

know beforehand if someone is planning 

on attending, especially for the first time. 

For additional information or to check if 

the group is meeting, please contact the 

church office at 201-327-3960. 

     It is important to relay what is your 

employment/unemployment situation.  The 

facilitators are not HR or Psychology   

professionals.  It is a support group offered   

as a community outreach program.           

Suggestions and direction based upon  

experience are given to each member from 

other members of the group. Because of 

this, the dynamics of the group changes 

based upon who is attending. 

     For more information, check out 

www.gbgm-umc.org/bergenhighlands, call 

201-327-3960 or email us at                  

bergenhighlands@optonline.net. 

USR Clean Up Day – May 11 
     On Saturday, May 11th, from 8:00 a.m. to 

12:00 p.m., the Upper Saddle River         

Recreation Commission will once again 

sponsor Town Wide Clean-Up Day.  Check 

in at Lions Park anytime between 8:00 a.m. 

and 12:00 p.m.  The areas in town to be 

cleaned up are Lions Park, Hess Park, and 

school grounds.  Spend as much time as you 

are able.  Gloves and trash bags will be    

provided, and coffee, juice, and doughnuts 

will help you get started.  Please note that 

children must be supervised by an adult.  

This year, representatives from the Upper 

Saddle River Green Team will be on hand to   

promote its recycling program, “Make It 

Count!” encouraging residents to reduce, 

reuse, and recycle. 

     Please e-mail Jon Silverman at jdsilver-

man@optonline.net or call             201-236-

0442 with any questions. 

USR Fishing Derby  
     The Upper Saddle Recreation             

Commission will again host this year’s      

Annual Fishing Derby scheduled for         

Saturday, May 4th at Liberty Park. The event 

will run from 9:00 am until noon.  All Upper 

Saddle River residents, ages 5 and over, are 

invited to bring poles and bait and enjoy a 

great time. 

     Bucky Rehain will be on hand to offer       

assistance to children during the derby. 

Bucky will walk around the pond and      

provide answers to many questions about 

various fish and wildlife issues. 

     If you should have any questions, please 

contact Bucky Rehain at 201-825-3767 or 

Recreation Director, Ed Gartner at             

201-327-3634 or USRRecreation@aol.com. 

Visit our website at www.USRToday.org. 

mailto:USRRecreation@aol.com
http://www.usrtoday.org
http://www.USRtoday.org/triathlon
mailto:Mgrupp@soundlounge.com
mailto:USRRecreation@aol.com
mailto:USRRecreation@aol.com
http://www.USRtoday.org
http://www.gbgm-umc.org/bergenhighlands
mailto:bergenhighlands@optonline.net
mailto:jdsilverman@optonline.net
mailto:jdsilverman@optonline.net
http://www.USRToday.org


Municipal Court in Session, Borough Hall at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, May 14 
Tuesdays, June, 3, 11 & 25 
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                      BOROUGH BOARDS 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
     Thursday, May 2 and June 6  

 6:30 p.m.  Executive Session at Borough Hall 

 8 :00 p.m.  Regular Session at Borough Hall 

PLANNING BOARD 
      Wednesday, May 8 and June 12 

      7:30 p.m.  Work Session at Borough Hall 

      Thursday, May 23 and June 27 

     7:30 p.m.  Regular Meeting at Borough Hall 

SHADE TREE 
      Wednesday, May 15 and June 19 

     7:00 p.m.  Regular Meeting 

RECREATION COMMISSION 
      Wednesdays, May 1 and June 5 

 8:00 p.m. Meeting at Borough Hall 

USR BOARD OF EDUCATION 
      Mondays, May 6 & 13 and June 3 & 17 

 8:00 p.m.  Meeting at Cavallini Media Center 

NHRHS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
      Mondays, May 6 & 20 and June 10 & 24 

      8:00 p.m.  Meeting at NHRHS Library 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 
      Monday, May 20 

 6:00 p.m.  Meeting at Borough Hall 

USR BOARD OF HEALTH 
     Monday, May 20 

 7:00 p.m.  Meeting at Borough Hall 

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
     Wednesdays, May 15 and June 19 

 7:30 p.m.  Meeting at USR Library 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
      Mondays, May 13 and June 10 

 7:00 p.m.  Meeting at Borough Hall 

                  SERVICE GROUPS 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
     Thursdays, May 2 and June 6 

 8:00 p.m.  Meeting 

      March 10, 15 & 28 and June 13, 19 &24 

 7:30 p.m. Drill 

AMBULANCE CORP 
     Wednesdays, May 1 and June 5 

 7:45 p.m.  Meeting 

     Wednesdays, May 22 and June 26 

 7:30 p.m.  Drill 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
     Monday, May 6 and June 3 

 7:00 p.m.  Meeting at Old Stone Church Ed. Bldg. 

LIONS CLUB 
     Tuesdays, May 7 & 21 and June 4 & 18 

 7:30 p.m.  Meeting at Doubletree Hotel 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
     Monday, May 6 & June 3 

 11:30 a.m.  Meeting at Library 

BERGEN HIGHLANDS ROTARY 
     Mondays, May 6, 13, 20 & 27  

                      June 3, 10, 17 & 24 

 12 noon  Meetings at Houlihans, Ramsey 

ADULT WALK-IN CLINIC 
     Thursday, May 23 and June27 

 12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m.  Clinic at Borough Hall 


